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The fig trees which are thick only with leaves
(Matt. 21:18-22)

Jesus cleaned up the Temple of Jerusalem upon the end of his public
life and went out of the city to Bethany where he spent the night. There
was a house where two sisters of Nazaros had lived there. Nazaros' family
was never rich judging by their house. Nevertheless, the reason why
Jesus went to their house was that even though they were not rich, he
wanted to stay there and feel at home.

The next morning, He entered the city of Jerusalem, saw a fig tree
by the road, and he wanted to eat fruit of fig tree to satisfy his hunger.
And there, he went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves and
said to it accursedly, “May you never bear fruit again! (v. 19).

1. The inner fruit is much more important than the external life of
faith

It is no wonder that when we see the fig tree thick with leaves, we
expect the fruit of it. Jesus went up near it. Upon finding no fruit on it
and cursing it, immediately the tree withered. In fact, Jesus wanted to give an audio-
visual education to his disciples by a fig tree.

Israelites are chosen people, who are greatly blessed by the grace of God. Any
national people have never experienced God's
miracle like exile of Egypt. Nevertheless, now
there is only a religious rite for Israelites but there
is completely no fruit of faith. The Apostle Paul
explained the fruit of faith like this. “But the fruit
of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self -control.
Against such things there is no law” (Gal 5:22-23).
The fruit of spirit is the change of personality, in
other words, inner modesty, purity, righteousness,
and love,. These are just what Jesus Christ is looking
for fruit.

2. You will receive what you believe and ask
for in prayer

“I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do
not doubt, not only can you see what was done to
the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain,
‘Go, throw yourself into the sea” and it will be done.
If you believe, you will receive what you ask for in
prayer “(vv. 21-22).

His disciples saw the withered leaves and
wondered how so quickly this thing happened. At
that time, Jesus did not reproach them but gave
them another spiritual lesson adjusted to their level.

“Are you amazed when you saw fig tree
withered so quickly? If you have faith and do not
doubt, you can move mountain and throw it into
the sea. If you believe, you must ask for in prayer. If
you can ask for in prayer with faith, you will receive
your response.”

However, if we receive what we ask for in
prayer with faith, is there anyone who is sick
or unsuccessful? Like this, though his disciples
received his word as a phenomenal casualty, Jesus” word was really about God's
vision and our calling. Thus, what we pray in faith is not the prayer of which we
receive what we want but achievement; which means that when we pray for God's
great vision, we can see the work of God who let us turn an impossibility into a
possibility.

My beloved Christians,

You must see with eyes of faith of which was given the calling and vision by
God for our life, for our family, at work, especially to our church. Moreover, you must
pray in faith to achieve the calling and vision. You should check the spiritual fruit
of our inner part. By praying in faith, [ sincerely pray that you will be God’s people
of faith achieving God’s calling and vision in the name of Jesus Christ. My beloved
Christians, The Temple must be a house where all people pray, and be filled fully
with the love of helping the poor, and the Christians songs singing in a high voice.
And above all, this must become a ship of salvation to look for lost souls and save
them. In this sense, I earnestly hope that our Seoul Church will be the church of
which such a wonderful work occurs in the name of Jesus Christ.
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